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Project Limits — Phases 3 & 4 
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Commonwealth Avenue History 


PLATE H. Warren Street . 
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1885 map showing the plan foreenanae neal Olmsted’s Commonwealth Ave. Extension 
ve, 


The overall design for Commonwealth Avenue was provided by Frederick Law 
Olmsted. Originally called Massachusetts Avenue, the name was changed in 1887 
Wi alcVamaat-myUce(cvallale Moymel(om=Jalelalcolam-NZ-1ale(-m( ele) ad(o)aMmol-iaN':\:1aM et-(e1.¢- ae M-m Oxo) aal-Vs 
and Kenmore Sq.) linked the roadway to Commonwealth Ave. in the Back Bay. 








Commonwealth Avenue History 











1909 


DY-\V{-1 Co) olanlclaim-lelalemial-mexelaalerolmelrolaMmel-\el(amUlniim-lit-le 
1892 when the city installed amenities such as sewers, 
utilities and easier access to adjacent real estate. 


However, the depression of 1893 destroyed the real 
estate market and kept development to a minimum. 








Commonwealth Avenue History 


PLATE 18 





The electric trolley was 
Taldete[Ulex-emcomOxe)anlanleyanii-r-lian 
Ave. in 1909 and development 
finally intensified as a result. 





New Urban Lifestyles 
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Key Discussion Points 


— Basic Cross Section 
e Transportation 
— MBTA 
— Bicycle 
— Pedestrian 
— Vehicular 


a Ud oy- Tayi BY-y-Jfel alm mr-lalel-ter-| el: 


— Key Intersections 
Wm or=(01.¢-1 0 me Oxo) a al-ie 
e Harvard Avenue 











Commonwealth Avenue Existing Section 


(looking east — dimensions in feet) 








Design Considerations 


— Multi-Modal 
Be lal-j elelarciiveys 


— Placemaking 


— 21° Century Urban 
Lifestyles 


men aXexer:X-3-J 1 0) 11 ANz 
— Historic Preservation & 
Restoration 
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Basic Cross-Section: WBTA 


Discussions: 
seed lie) am Oxo) at-xe) |ler-lileyal 
(COT AYA Kole) a (--le Mia 
eXeYace)aanlialem elaciiiitliarelayg 
~~." analysis) 
>. — Accessibility Upgrades 
><", — Mechanics, Funding and 
é ailealiate Mela exelcvaliccl Meco) (ay: 
Project 





Status: 
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Vale my e-1akelamexe) at-ye)(ef-litelame ley] (eeu 41) mel-Miir-] (6) ane) 


sein O71 4"Al 0) Ao) (=Xe1 Mer- lam o) Kole |a-y-t-mr- ale Meloy m@e)acrey(e(e(-mielielg: 
MBTA station improvements 











Basic Cross-Section: WBTA 


Inbound Track : 
Establish the new curb 21’ from MBTA centerline 
— Generally 6.5’ from where it is today 

Roadway shifts toward south (and narrows) 











Basic Cross-Section: 


Talexelelale mm War-le1.@ 


— Allows existing platforms 
Kom ol- mY Vi(e(-Jal-lo pmo) male 
accessible platforms at 
any location 
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— Allows secondary egress 
walkways at any location 


OUTBOUND INBOUND 





Basic Cross-Section: 


OUTBOUND 
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INBOUND 








Talexelelale mm Wer-lo1.@ 


— Allows existing platforms 
Kom ol-mvVi(e(-Jal-lo pmo) mm ale\ 
accessible platforms at 
any location 


— Allows secondary egress 
walkways at any location 


— Provides room for 
Varo l-xer-|el-melUnnis)mr-lars1) 
ro) dat) am Color: lite) al 
(Coxel aida loleicst-m ce) 
mie lc:t-1al late imme (ey: 1)) 





Basic Cross-Section: 


Outbound Track: 

mem Oze) at-j 40-1 lal-Xemm eva Or-luat-le(- Mm aver-le, 

— Existing platforms already encroach several feet 
— New or upgraded platforms will be 3’ +/- wider 








Boston Bike Network Facilities — 5 year plan 


Comm. Ave 
et di dfer-) 
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Project must 
provide high 
quality 
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Basic Cross-Section: Bicycles / Carriage Roads 


mem exe)il-J(e(-1a-Xe mc: la (oler-matael:t-Mr-lalem (exer-lile)al-wce)s 
primary bicycle facility 
— The Carriage Roads appear to work well for the 
most part (low speed, low volume, intuitively 
rexel ay ayzLeqi:lem-|M-11 01>) mcd ale me) meme) (-re1a) 
ome Oo) aT-j(o(-Vaclom-Jar-la-VomUry- mu Uiiamexelauiicermialia(er-litele 
¢ Considered separated cycle tracks/buffered bike lanes 


¢e Head-in angle parking presents conflicts in either case 
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Basic Cross-Section: Bicycles / Carriage Roads 


— One-way cycle track concept 


Son S10 (Som Da leg (Ue (Mmmm al-\ amore) avi l(eac-wr-| mt: (eda m-Jale Mer: lare| 
Ccyim qe] gatcwelei me) mm Or-laat-le(-mater-le, 





OUTBOUND INBOUND 











Basic Cross-Section: 


— Carriage Road / Cycle Track Design Concept 


OUTBOUND CARRIAGE ROAD OUTBOUND T 








Basic Cross-Section: Bicycles / Carriage Roads 


— Cycle Track Design Example — Sands Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 
e Width accommodates standard street plows 
a Kole faieclel(-metelue 





« Comm Ave space is narrower 
e Need to discuss mountable versus totally flush 











Basic Cross-Section: 


— Cycle track not compatible with “left side” 
ey-l a @iale Mi am dal-m Or-|uat-le (<M acey-[e| 

— Concept eliminates most left-side parking from 
corridor 

semecedal-J-1<-lal my uiialme (ey-] Me) mm a-tre]a\-vallale mamexe) aalele) 
and consistent with other City streets 
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Basic Cross-Section: Pedestrians and 
Accessibility 


— Pedestrian location in cross-section same as 
today; ensure consistent 10’ min. sidewalk 


— Major pedestrian improvements will be achieved: 
e From intersection and accessibility improvements 
J ol olin e)aedValei face m-Lelelidce)ar-|m-lerex:t-s-]] o] (- Mel ges-t-¥] ale [- 
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consistent and accessible sidewalks 
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Basic Cross-Section: 


seme eel (sxem-t-0V(-e-]mexelati(elele-litelat-mmlarerierellale| 
reducing main line from 4 lanes to 2 


— Recommended maintaining 4 lanes: 
om OJ ol-Te-litelar-lmil:> died iiamiaceeleliare mua ialils 
¢ More signal time available for pedestrians 








Basic Cross-Section: Vehicles 


— Recommend left-turn lanes at major 
intersections: 


om a X=1e LU (ex-S-manlelidisaleler-|mexe) ali l(ere-mam (ated a=t-[-1-t-m el-le(-\-yaar-1a) 
reg ox-t-J] ale Me) eo) ele) maul alia(-\-mr-lalem-y-1ici ays 


24 E-W Conflicts at 
Harvard intersection 








Basic Cross-Section: 


— Recommend retaining vehicular median: 
me OTe) alice) i-melaliie-laic-xelielalcy-1icm (syne: lee Merial gary 
a DT iaikolelimcomi(elalmaat-Maer-(omVidaveleimant-Xell-lamel(-Mxom UI 5 BAN 
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Basic Cross-Section: 
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eke la qi are 
¢ Consistent with other City streets, and consistent with 
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Daytime Parking Occupancy 


P a rkin g iS na p Ss h fe) i Packards-Harvard Outbound 
(July 2015 - Day) , 






















Non-Metered Metered 





Daytime Parking Occupancy 
Harvard-Warren Outbound 
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Occupied Open 
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Metered 





Non-Metered 








Occupied Open 


‘Daytime Parking Occupancy 
Harvard-Packards Inbound 











Davie paring Occupancy = e a i 
Warren-Harvard Inbound eZ 
Non-Metered Metered 





Occupied Open 











Non-Metered Metered 








Occupied Open 





| Nighttime Parking Occupancy 


P arki n g iS n Fa] ok) h fe) i Packards-Harvard Outbound 
(July 2015 - Night) 













Non-Metered Metered 









Nighttime Parking Occupancy 


Occupied Open 
Harvard-Warren Outbound nels os 
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Non-Metered Metered 

















Occupied Open 


Nighttime Parking Docupancy 
Harvard-Packards Inbound 
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Rigntine paaing Occupancy 
Warren-Harvard Inbound 





Non-Metered Metered 





Occupied Open 








Non-Metered Metered 








Occupied Open 





Basic Cross-Section: Landscape/Urban Design 


Sema X=s-1(e) e- 1 d(e) aime) am e)r-lalccxe m-xele(-1-m-Janval-yle)al-rem eh 
Olmsted 











Basic Cross-Section: 


sai na Ke) oXes-x-(e mmol t-laidialem-llelare mi |=5 Ww 
e MBTA concerns with trees/leaves on tracks 
e Historically was a tree planted edge 
mm a (:)| ome lo Mel-Vilaliiielam com aer-(ehuechyg 





* Contingent on PWD securing a maintenance agreement 





Basic Cross-Section: 


seine Ke) oXex-x-(e mel r-laiiiale me sivaliamacr-(eic- hamialsxelr- 1a he 
a (=1] ok-mexelal ie) MEANT diale) 
¢ Potential stormwater feature 





* Contingent on PWD securing a maintenance agreement 





Basic Cross-Section: 


— Restoration of planted “Boulevard” medians 
envisione 
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COMMONWEALTH AVENUE TREE INVENTORY 





Basic Cross-Section: Preserve Existing Trees 


— Preservation of 
Healthy Trees 
El Loyale ment: mexelaute lola 


— Preservation of 
Healthy Trees 
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Basic Cross-Section: Putting it All Together 
(looking east — dimensions in feet) 
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Peds/Bikes Grows as 
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Redevelopment 
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Packard’s Corner 
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Key Intersections 








Key Intersections: Packard’s Corner 
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— Provide “Missing” Crosswalk at Packards instead 











Key Intersections: Packard’s Corner 
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Key Intersections: Harvard Avenue 


(Oe) «= (0 (-t- 
Truncate 
OF- Ta uf le (=m ney-(e i) 
at Intersection 


Provides 

“Te laliirerslal' 
programmable 
space — a real 
“there” there 


Major safety 
improvement 
(simplifies 
intersection 
rVale Mm sve [0 (er-s-) 
conflicts) 








Key Intersections: 
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ROYCE ROAD — 





Key Intersections: Harvard Avenue 





Reversing 

Co) dar-Via me: lale| 
Royce allows 
OF- Tatu F-le (=m aer-Te. 
truncation at 
Royce 


Design must 
still allow for 
Yaalsy ae [sVateavar- lace, 
delivery access 


Mitigates 
safety issue at 
CVS driveway 





Key Intersections: Harvard Avenue 
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— Design must allow emergency and service access 
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DISCUSSION 





